Chapter 1
When Britain First At Heaven’s Command,
Arose From Out The Azure Main.

STONEHENGE

1 “Azure” means a beautiful blue colour and “mainans the sea.



Beginnings

The recorded history of England really begins inB56.2 when the Roman, Julius Caesar, crossed the
channel from the mainland of Europe. In some whigsi$ a good place to begin to study the histdry o
England but as there are many interesting monunadsfeatures still to be seen in England which
date from before that time, perhaps we had bettginbat thevery beginning with a brief look at
England before Julius Cae<ar.

If you know the sondrule Britanniayou will remember the words which form the tittethis chapter.

But when did Britain first arise? We know that Gaeated the world in six days between 6000 and
8000 years agoThe earth was a very different place then andaBritlid not exist at all. In those days
there may have been only one continuous land nma¢sthe seven continents and numerous islands
that make up the globe today. The amount of watethe earth’s surface was less too, as water may
have been held as water vapour in a protectivegyanound the earth. This would have shielded the
earth’s inhabitants from more of the sun’s harnnéys than does our present atmosphere. There may
also have been much water held under the eartins.cr

The Flood

Then came the great flood. The whole of the eagtitace was covered by water. If there was a water
canopy it was removed at this time. Now all theawatas on the earth’s surface. The fountains of the
great deep were broken up. All human beings exdeph and his family and all land creatures except
those in the safety of God’s ark were destroyedofgethe flood, lush tropical vegetation had codere
the part of the earth where Britain is now. The@fldorought down these mighty trees and great plants
and created the tremendous pressures needed tdHeraeposits of coal and oil that are found deep i
the ground under Britain and under the bed of wdhabw the North Sea. These deposits form a great
part of our national wealth and play an importaant jn the story of our country, as we shall see.

Noah’'s Descendants

When Noah and his family left the ark they foune thorld much changed. Now there were great
ranges of mountains. No longer was the earth watleyea mist, instead there was rain. Noah's three
sons, Ham, Shem and Japheth and their wives seltleth and raised families and people began to
multiply on the earth again. God gave people thafious language groups at the tower of Babel and
people began to scatter over the earth. Perhaps me/ements of the earth’s surface were stillnigki
place. We read in Genesis 10 verse 25 of a maedcRibleg “... in whose days the earth was divided.”
Some people think that perhaps the great separatitre land into continents happened in this man’s
life time, but we cannot be sure.

We do know that after the flood there were greehatic changes and for a long time Britain was
covered with a sheet of ice which extended dowmftbe Arctic. Some of Noah’'s descendants may

2 This chapter was read by David Tyler who made niaahgful comments.

3 B.C. stands for Before Christ so 55 B.C. meanygezhs before the birth of Christ. The idea thatehare no written
records from before the time of the Romans is deplby Bill Cooper in his remarkable bookfter the Flood
(Chichester, 1995). His findings on thvetten records of pre-Roman British history are obvioustportant. However,
| have not been able to make his data fit with laimg else | have read. | have therefore reluctafaipwed the
traditional line in this chapter.

4 The relationship between England and Britain {ga&red in the introduction.

5 Archbishop James Ussher worked out an approxiatataology of the Bible by adding up the genealegjizen in the
Bible. His work was published in 1650 and many 8gbprint his dates in the margins.



have lived in Britain during this time. Life for ém must have been extremely hard and it is not
surprising that there is no evidence of a civilisealy of life from this time. The skills they brough
with them may have quickly been obliterated bygtraggle for survival in the extreme cold.

Eventually the earth became warmer and the iceethelthe level of the sea rose as it was swolleh wit
the melting ice. As a result the low lying land eihihad linked Britain to the continent of Europeswa
flooded and became the English Channel.

The families of Noah’s three sons spread out ifedht directions. The descendants of Ham went
towards what is now Africa and also to parts oftAaanext to the Persian Gulf. Between the Red Sea
and the Persian Gulf, Shem’s descendants settlesl.d€scendants of Japheth moved north and west
towards Europe. Eventually some of these peoplehesh Britain by crossing the channel; they are
sometimes called Iberians.

Ancient Britons

The Britain of those times had no fields, villages,cities; the whole land was covered with forest.
There were no roads or paths through the forest;pople that came had to make everything for
themselves from the very beginning.

Noah could almost certainly read and write. He pliyp kept the careful genealogical records of
people and events begun by Adam which God inspMeses to set down in order many years later as
the book of Genesis. He must have been a skiliyderder and his descendants at Babel were certainly
expert builders. The Bible tells of skilled metadnkers who lived even before the flood.

What were the early inhabitants of Britain like?velahey left us anything that would tell us whether
they had brought these skills with them when theye here? Ancient Britons arrived here a very long
time ago, perhaps around 2000 B.C. and you mighk tthat nothing could survive to tell us about

them nowadays. Happily for us, the Ancient Brittmogit many things which were so strong and well

made that the remains of them can still be seeaytod

The most well known of these buildings stands great level stretch of ground called SalisburyrPlai

Here they built a huge circle of stones which i®Wn as Stonehenge. Other stone circles like it,
although not so well preserved and large,
can be found in other places in Britain. The
Ancient Britons had Avebury as their capital
and the remains of their earth works can
been seen today. Another important site is
Silbury Hill, about a mile south of Avebury,
a conical artificial hill,  the tallest
construction in Europe from this early period
of history.

Stonehenge as it might have looked when complete.



Things To Do:

If you want to find out more about the early higtof manThe Biblical Creation Societlgas a library
of books for parents which may be borrowed, by pbisé secretary’s address is:

The Secretary

Biblical Creation Society

PO Box 22

Rugby

Warwickshire

CVv22 7SY

U.K.

www. biblicalcreation.org.uk

You can obtain brochures about Stonehenge, Avebudy Grimes Graves by contacting the local
tourist information centres:

Stonehenge and Avebury:

Tourist Information Centre

Fish Row

Salisbury

Wiltshire

SP1 1EJ

U.K.

Tel. +44 1722 334956

Grimes Graves:

Tourist Information Centre

The Forum

Millennium Plain

Norfolk

NR2 1TF

U.K.

Tel. +44 1603 652220

www.english-heritage.org.uk — search for ‘Grimesias’.

Look for books on Celtic art in your local libraand try your hand at copying some of the designs.

On one of the outline maps at the end of this @rapsing an atlas, mark in all the places mentlane
the chapter:

The North Sea (oil)

Salisbury Plain (Stonehenge)

Marlborough Downs (Stones for Stonehenge came frera)

South Wales (Stonehenge stone came from here also)

Thetford, Norfolk (Grimes Graves flint mine)

On one of the outline maps at the end of this aralpbel the south east part of Britain “Warm and
fertile”, label the north west (Wales and Scotlatrdpuntainous and inhospitable” and mark arrows to
show how waves of invaders came to the south ddtitain and were pushed to the north and west
by each new set of invaders.
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Chapter 1

Worksheet
Name
Date
The recorded history of Britain begins in 55 B.C. W hy?
What does B.C. stand for?
Which two important minerals were laid down during the flood?

Which great monument stands on Salisbury Plain?

What was it used for?

What was Grimes Graves?

What word did the Celtic “Brython” tribe probably g ive us?

While the Celts were living in their small villages , Wwhat was the

rest of the country covered with?




